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government, they can exercise their

constitutional right of amending it, or their revolution-

ary right to dismember or overthrow it. — First Inan-
gural Address, March 4, 1861, :
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in my situation, can appreciate’ my
at this parting. To this place, and

. 'No one, not
feeling of
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the kindness of these people, I owe everything. Here
T have lived a quarter of a century, and have passed
from a young fo an old man. Here my children have
been born, and one is buried. I'now leave not knowing
when or whether ever I may return, with a task before
me greater that that which rested upon Washington.
Without the assistance of that Divine Being who ever

i

‘him, T cannot succeed. With that assistance I
fail. Trusting in Him who can go with me, and

remain ‘with you, and be everywhere for.good, let us
thope that all will.yet be well. — Farewell
Address in Springfield, Ill., on Feb. 11, 1861.
¢ * * r

1t is difficult to make & ‘man miserable while he
feels he is worthy of himself and claims kindred to the
great God who made him. — Address in Washington,

Aug. 14, 1862
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If there ever could be a proper time for mere
catch arguments, that time is not now. In times like
the present, men should utter nothing.for which they
would not willingly be responsible through time and
in eternity. — To Congress on Dec. 1, 1862.
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Human nature will not change. In any future great
national trial, compared with the men of this, we shall
have as weak and as strong, as silly and as wise, as bad
and as good. — In Washington, Nov. 10, 1864.
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It bas long been a

b4

grave question whether any

government, not too strong for the liberties of its
people, can be stréng enough to maintain its existence
in great emergencies. — Washington Nov. 10, 1864.

AFFAIRS OF STATE

In Timber,

By HENRY C. MacARTHUR
Capitol News Service

SACRAMENTO — Not all
of the state’s problems are
centered around the 1967-68
budget, but most of them
appear to center around the
raising of tax -money for
California’s government, and
its counties, cities and spe-
cial districts.

One of the problems being
resolved by the state board
of equalization concerns as-
sessment of timber cutting
and grazing rights on public
lands. This is a problem of
not much consequence to
the more urban counties of
the state, but vital to the
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Property Tax Bite Gets
Once Over in Sacramento

The details of the several
proposals widely, but a
consensus e. among Ad-
ministration and Legislative
leaders in Sacramento for
some degree of relief for
local property taxpayers, fi-
nanced by an increase in the
State sales tax.

Similar proposals bogged
down in the past over lack
of assurance that such re-
lief would have any per-
manence about it, but this
year carefully thought out
plans have been developed
to prevent local tax rates
from simply bouncing back
to former levels the year
after they have been cut.
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Assembly Speaker Jesse
Unruh’s proposal would
channel up to $300 million in
state into school dis-
tricts with the highest prop-
erty rates, requiring com-
pensating reductions in local
school district tax rates, and
providing that after the roll-
back, property taxes for
school districts could be in-
creased only with local

voter approval.

A bill (AB 260) introduced
by Assemblyman Robert
Monagan and Carlos Bee,

-and sponsored by the Cali-

fornia Teachers Association
and other education.groups,
contains the novel approach
of actually making the State
a local property taxpayer,

Under AB 260, an annual

higher the tax rate, the
greater the reduction: a
school rate of $6, for ex-
ample, would he entitled to
a reduction of $1.31 per
$100,

* Y %

Under the formula pro-
posed, taxpayers in the Los
Angeles Unified Schoo) Dis-
trict would receive a prop-
erty tax reduction of $11

fund of $125 million would miilio

be applied directly toward
relief of property taxpay-
ers. The amount of relief
would vary from school dis-
trict to school district, based
on the amount of local tax
effort, and the tax rate re-
duction made possible by
the State contribution would
show on each taxpayer’s tax
bill.

This plan accepts a tax
rate of $3 per $100 of as-
sessed valuation to support
schools at the combined ele-
mentary, high school and
junior college levels as a
major local effort, The min-
imum tax rate reduction

would be 5c per $100; the

Give-..So More Will Live!
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into a wave of opposition.
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Bakersfield taxpayers
would receive a reduction of
$630,000; for Hayward the
reduction would be $1 mil-
lion; for Oakland, $2.1 mil-
lion; Richmond, $1.5 million;
Sacramento, $800,000; San
Bernardino, $1.8 million;
Stockton, $930,000,

Both hle Unruh and the
Monagan-Bee bills provide
for total additional State
support for schools, includ-
ing the local property tax
relief features, of approxi-
mately $375 million. This is
the amount that would be
raised by a 1 cent increase
in the State sales tax, with-
out increasing the sales tax
base by including presently
exempt items.

One board aide said there
hadn’t been so many people
at a board hearing since the
old days when liquor cases
were heard,

It was pointed out to the
board the counties involved
could lose more than six
million a year if it ordered
taxing of the timber on pub-
lic lands, as the federal gov-
ernment . pays that amount
to the counties in lieu of
taxes,
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Senators, assemblymen,
and citizens, as well as tim-
ber interests, were solid in
opposition to the proposal
to disturb the established
procedure of keeping timber
and grazing lands with

Morning Report:

The nice thing about living in a democracy is that
the government confides to us. And the only thing that
makes the information at all bearable is that we can’t
understand what the government is saying. Like the

President’s new budget.

He says it adds up to $135,000,000,000 — if I have
the right number of zeros there. I'm sure the President
has the correct figure because he has hundreds of ex-
perts to add for him and a battery of electronic brains
to check up on them. As for the rest of us, we take the

figure on faith.

None of us citizens has the time even to count up
to $135,000,000,000 — not if we counted by tens,
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